
October 2, 1954 

Dear Francis: 

Thank you for sending me the mm. I will read them as soon as I have 
the clear time and send them back to you. Fnfortunately, it is too la+& for 
the particular purpose for which I originally asked to se8 them, as proofa 
have abwdy been eorreoted for the two revieu articles. 

Me had an interesting and restful summer also, despite having beer, chased 
harpe froa Woods Hole by VarolA. We did not manage to m&e contact ltith the 
Cavallis in Yew Pork on aoaount of the disruption in commiaationa on the Cape, 
but they did join UCI here and helped ue move into the home we had just pur&ased. 
I doubt if we will ever mmpletely "move inn, 

I have wanted to talk $oyau about the Affaire Voewus, which did create 
quite a stir at !Nods Hole, beginni,n$ just about the time we arrived. Apparently 
there had been little critical disousaion of any sort until at one evening sexni~nar 
a Dr. Grell (fna mrtmann 9s lnb at Tubingen) got up to express the extreme acepti- 
cisna that had developed there sinue their own attempts to repeat the sex hormone 
experiments. Well refmrred to mm, of two papera in press, w4ch he let us see. 
In endetav$ouring to read them, Esther thought she might as well do a proper trans- 
lation, a copy of which ilp enaloaed for your own interest. Moewos *m&de some X%&J 
about the necessity of adherin‘z closely to epeo,, ++'ied CruZture contitionn in order 
to repeat the results. 

You probably will get as many opinions and,impressions as people you ask 
about the smatter. In 3~ Pork you aan probab!? J get a full account froxa Ruth Sager 
and Sernie i)avis, However, like myself, they may feel some retTcence about 
Srirqing up au&l a mxw s subject with you unless you take $he i;~it?~~tJive md 
ask them to speak frankly with ymm I have to report to you what I have heard 
from zseveral others that your own position appears to be highly ambiguous. I)n the 
hand hand you are made out &a ?4oewua* sponsor and willing to +take the soaponsibilit~- 
for 2t, especially as he appears to be aontiming his work&&tmWa at Columbia under 
your aegb with 20 oosmaent from you to date] alteqivw, other-a hmra Qe impres- 
sfon fhst the? should not go into the story themml~e~ since you yomsblf mst 
have the same intent&on as the basis fob bringing him to Yew Pork. And to-1 
you the truth, f have not been able to suggeet what 1 thought your mm positioz 
wae on either caurlt (a& suspect you may not have definitely decided ymrself). 
3ut one way or another, I m Ofrald you have let -elf in for the unpleasant 
necessity of ma&&g your own responsible conoluaions and not concealing them, 

After Well had quoted the eriticims from Tubingen, Ephr~ssi and 1 and 
several others thought it should be a simple matter siziply to aak ',?oem.w to con- 
fomd the criticisms by making a demonstration. We had the impression that he 
had been using the materials in his course and would have no diffiuulty in it, ad 
I mm assure you our aim was to try to clear the air and not to embarrass tin. 
'Phsuasi and $$$ I were notso very conf'ident of our baakground on :Xmms~ wotk f 
and this is why we wtd to CamIt with several interested people before even 
raising the matter wit& him, so we would have some noWon of what would be a 



worthwhile and convincing demonstration. $%t before we were able to arrange 
this, another incident same up. Ruth does not want to be quoted on this herself, 
but the story is available from independent aourcea~ a) the fellow who was with 
her, and b) Moewuat own admission as to the faots if not intent. Anyhow, they 
had gone to see Yoewus for a demonstra$ion of the &(f$ cro- mutant, supposed to 
be non-fl.@lated, and its restoration by crocin. On first examination, the stock 
proved to be quite motile. The possibility of reversion would be qufte acceptable, 
of course, but this is not what was raised. Instead, he suggested making up a 
preparation in another sample of distilled water which he was more confident 
would be free of contaminating bacteria or crocin. This he did, and so successfully 
demonstrated a non-motile preparation, except that they were noticed to be dead. 
Ee later admitted to Traoy that he had made up this preparation not in water 
but in dilute iodine solution Win order to visualize the flagellafl, It turns out 
he has several unlabelled solutions on his bench, some distilled water, some visibb 
indistinguishable io&net One uoul$ argue all day about fraudulent intent (or 
paranoid self-delusion) but we came ? he oobclusion that after this t&re would always 
be a residuda doubt after any demonstration, and that convictien WUX only follow 
an independent, self-critdtcal oonfirmation by someone (like yourself) of unquestionsd 
cellability and critical insight. The stories were not concealed from Yoewus and 
~Phruas~ and Traay put the matter to him in just these terms. 1 am w5.Iling, pro tern, 
to hear his excuses for perhaps another year, but if by then he har not succeeded 
in making someone else repeat his basic findings (the &#&b series of sex honoonee 
and the different swcgral mutants), not many people are going to qaste their thought 
on it. But I agree that if 
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are going into the matter at all., as T most urgently 

hope for your own sake, as well as to gratify my curiosity, you will have to 
work on the premise that everything is ok, or will be when the bugs are straighter,ed 
obt. The oonfinuation will just about h#ve to come from w so that he can show 
you how to make the experiments work. I don't think you can afford "4 let the matter 
pass. Among many of the people in other fields than genetics, at !@ods Hole, there 
was the feeling that he had at least your implicit endorsement; on the other hand 
you wd.13, ‘hardly be able to say anything except Qrom your personal experience. After 
what has already happened, you will, unfortunately, have to be very wary of anything 
that has not passed exolusively through your own hands, 

T have not gone into any of these ~eationd of reliability with Mm, at least 
not directly, though I hope I made clear the necessity of independent confirmations. 
After the above, Koewus asked me if I t;ould not like to see his .material and responded 
affirmatively, almost enthusfastiaally to the suggestion of a demonstration. I asked 
him what he thought he could show, and he suggested the gathe mutants + wild type 
filtrates from the two mating types. He did not seem to balk when Tracy and I suggested 
a ooded experiment, but he never did get around to setting it up. I won% deny 
that conditions at Woods Hole may not be optimal, Whatts fishy though is the seeming 
clarity and simplicity of the experiments according j!$& to the pa,perp (and the very 
bulk of them) in aontrast to the way in which tirtually every demonstra$ion or con- 
firmation has failed, albeit subject to some excuse. 

I may not have been of much use as a first hand source and I am distressed 
to see one of my friends put on ti spot in suuh a way. If you can get 2n touch 
with Haro3d Bold, Trauy or especially wit!: 3phrussi you may be able to ::st more 
sub&ant ial impressions. Boris will be at r!arvard most of the rest of %is year, 
as you probably know. 

Best wishes, 

Joshua ?J,ederberg 


